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Community shows its Yankee ingenuity
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When PUSH comes to shove:

A unique plan to fix foreclosures

By Anthony Karge
akarge & bomnew, oo

When Mary Palmieri Gad, o Westport Keal-
tor, patched her plam on how to get people back
into homes and stimulate the coonomy (0 Sen
Joseph Lieberman's office, she suid she re
ceived plenty of enthusiastic feedback from the
staffers,

A week later, all she got back from the sen-
ator wis a genenc form lemer about his own
plans b0 fix housing. The nesponse was disap-
peinting but she isa't going 1o $op irying o
make the wide-spread foreclosures work 1o
sormeone s besefit,

“I"ve been Hierally sending it [the plan] for
ihe kast two months (o everyone who could be
nteresied,” she said,

Her idea — called People United 1o Secare
Hinssing, o PUSH for shonl — comes frem ber
background as a veleren realtor and a former
loan officer at Comnecticur National Bask,
which is now Bank of Amenca.

The plan also conses from being the mather
of an adult son with autism and the doughter of
an ¢lderly mother.

Palmien Gai said the recession began with
houosing. and it could be solved the same way,

“I've always felt, and 1°m a pohitics and eco-
nomics junkie, that komes are a microoosm of
the economy,” she said.

Patmieri Gani explained that many people
miake a bving off homes singe there are & kot of
services and ilems that bemeowners need, This
creates economie effects that trickie both up
and down, but when homes ane forechosed, this

PUSH
For a detailed look ar the PFUSH plan,
Vsl Www ing.org or call
(203) 9d-21 68, :
]

money dries up. Also, she said ihat foreclosures
have a negative effect on surmounding property
values and crime in the area.

The plan, which is outlined 01 www,push
isecurehousing.org, essentially comes down
10 the banks hunding owver their foreclosed
homes since they've received ballions of doliars
of Laxpayer mongy,

"l nuikes sense to us sinee banks ape not in
the business of owning homes,” she sand, Cities
soch a5 Newark, NJ. and Cleveland, (hio,
which have faced a high foreclosure rates,
would especinlly benefit from PUSH. ex-
plained Palmien Gad.
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Barn-raising for modern times?

Westporters Helping Westporters

By Anthany Karge
akargeE heanew, com

Back in the “good old days,” as Knsta Brad-
ford described the time well before she was
born, there used 10 be barn-raising events
where the entire community would work to-
gether to help out a neighbar,

She wanis o foster that mindset to Westpon
and i biilizing social-networking tools like
Fecchook and Linkedin with ihe goal bringing
people together and lessening the pain of the
recession. To do this, she created a “West-
porters Helping Westponers Network”™ on those
Wb siles,

“There are mo better networked people than
thowe living in Westport, dand it secems nsane

A practical partnership
Businesses, town band together

By Gary Jeanfalvre
Eleanfanve & bennew, com

An unprecedented parinership beiween
town government and local organizations
is laking shape a5 businesses look to
sirengihen thetr position duning this weak-
entd econmmy.

The WestportWeston Chamber of Comi-
maerce recendly hosted a meeting with ihe
Westpor Downtown Menchants Assoctation
(WIDMA ), local busingss owners and elected
offictals 10 begin brainstorming on exacily
what the pannership would look hke and
what they bope it could accomplish.

"I a collaboration berween the Chams-
ber of Commerce, the Downlown . Mer-
chants Asseciation and Locals for Locals as
well as local banks,” said Kevin Lakly, exec-

utave director of the Chamber,

Lally sakd the preliminary plan is fo de-
velop a drategy 1o markel the community,
wlilixing existing media piatforms like local
pewspapers, radie and the Internet, The
resources are a1 the ready, too, seeing s
Loscaks for Lecals, a group of businesses that
teamed up o weather the turbulent eco-
nomiie siers, includes entities that specinlice
in marketing and prining services, amwng

olfers, |

“We're resgarching many. programs 1o
put together for the busipesses,” he sad,

"18"s our task (0 help our members oui.” |

Steve Knowles. owner of Allegra Pnnt &
lr‘ri;-m_iﬂg i 'Ji'{'ﬂrulrl:, soul e ihanks the |'|:||'.l-
nership is a “pread idea”™
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To find the Westporiers Helping Wes-
paners petwork. search for “Westporers™ in |
Facebook's search box at www. facebook, |
com. The page aiso links to the Linkedin |
group and the donation page for the Staples |
High School Tuition Grants Commitiee. |
1 . — =l
st 16 leverage it she <aid.

The idea 10 do something to help people
came indirectly from her daughier, Katee Cioe,
whe 15 a sophaomore ol Staples. It seemed hke
evervday her daughter would come home with
news aboul o parest who had Jost their job, so
Bradford decided to bring the isswes to the
Intemed.

Bradford doesn’t limit the group 1o one par-
ticular need. Job hunting. supporting struggling
businesses and other problems all fall under the
group s umbeella. The goal 84 that people who
'p1lil| will |!lb|.!m|!|¢ |..1l||:|H;»..'I:¢.'|J i||. Wiy ical iy
boiest basumess al 4 sfore, get a foot i the doom
in i job hunt or simply obian or give out valie
aide advice

“The thing T thought thal was cosl mbout thas
i5 that it's an opporiunity for neighbors o help
neighbors,” she said,

The problems of the difficult job market
ure particularly close w Bradford since she
owns an executive search firm thag helps com-
panies fill top pesitions, She explanad tha
many companies are flosded with resumes,
but with a litthe help from a friend on the et
work, o person that™s st of work might land
a job.

“Heow mich effon does it 1ake 10 put 10 an
introduction™” she suid, “All it takes is o phone
call.”
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Westporters Helping Westporters

Fram page Al

Recently, she learned that
approximately 3 half-dozen
serors il Staples have had o
change their college plans due
to thear parends’ finances.

"We're Wesipon,”  said
Braslford. “That shouldn't
have ¢ happen.”

“When somebody goes un-
emploved in Westport, it does-
o't alfect them,” she added, =It
affects the futwre of their chil-
dren.”

Opee she heard shout the
struge ling students, she st up
a page on Facebook th acocpts
donations for the Staples High
School Tuition Grants ciom-
e i order 1o anl stwdents
who ane struggling financially,

"I people can give a dollar
20, or give up a latte or a
pedicure, then it'd help,” she
shid,

it's OK to ask

When somebody  loses
their job and experiences fi-
nancial difficuliies, Bradfond
said that it's difficult for some
people,  especially  West-
porters, to ask for help be-
causs the ordeal can be 5o
damaging.

“Weaporn iz o place where

ople are reloctant 10 come
forward when they're having
problems,” she said.

She hopes that people will
see that there is no shame in
suffering, but if people are sull
concermied about privacy, they
can message individuals of the
group rather than posting thear
problems for everyone 1o see.
Local business owners are
also encouraged 1o posi,

“1 pat it [the group] up, bat
[ dom't own it” she said
“Everybody is free to post™

As of Monday, there is a
miodbest following of 15 mem-
bers and several discussion
topics on the board, Also,
5125 has been donated for -
ition grants,

Bradford bopes that more
peaple will putch in 1o help as
the group becomes estab-
lishest, even if isn's out of gen-
ETOEIny.

"There's a big self inferest
to help oo, she sud.

She explained that il soame-
body doesn’t want 1 help
simply out of kindness, help-
tig people bind jobs and stay
im their fiomes will hielp main-
tain propery viloes and bene-
fit everybady.

Mo bams have been rmsed
just yet but Wesiporters Help-
ing Westpasrters is working to-
ward that kind of communal
EXPLEIEOL.



